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Gandhi— A Politician or a Saint

published by Savagram -'_i_i,_'_

Ashram. e
Now we turn to

some of gandhs

I\/I ohandas

Karamchand
Gandhi  (1969-1948
was deeply involved i
various types of mas activities that enriched
movements for fifty- 2 his experience as an ',-'.:-'_
five years in hi undisputed leader of
eventful and luminous as the national movement
life. His collected | ! in India and helped
works exceed on@ Sy g > : him to emege as a

hundred volumes. Hi \ ; . Mahatma in the true
letters  preserved i s . A sense of the term. In
Harijan Ashram, - 1892 Gandhi started
Sabarmati exceeg ' his career as a

thirty-three thousand i Barrister at Rajkote
number He lived in and Mumbai, His
India for 12075 days. In Kochrab anddisappointment at the activities of the
SabarmatiAshram he passed 2151 daysaw-courts was too deep for tears. In
and in Savagram 2588 days. He wa$893 he was called to Sou#frica to
imprisoned in SouthAfrica for two deal with an important litigation. Here -
months andwenty-six days. He lived in from the very first dayhe met with
prison for a total period of 21 days, shocking and illuminating chains of

which include his terms of internment.experience. He was thrown out of a first-
He reoorted to historic fasts thirty-twoclass compartment in a train on account_{f'—r .
times spanning 159 daall these data | of his black skin. He passed the whole._f'__—'_.'
have procured from a documenhight in the railway station in =
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Maritzbug, the capital of Natal. He wasprogramme of non-violent non-co-
seriously dlicted by this insult. He said, operation with the British Government
‘My active non-violence began from thatin India. From this phase of Ind&’
date’. From this incident a new Gandhireedom movement, Gandhi dominated
was born, who became determined tthe field of Indian politics. He bridged
fight against the demon of racism. Hehe gulf between intelligentsia and the
fought against all sorts of injusticemasses. On 12pril 1919, a day before
throughout his entire life. In the godJallianwalla Bag massacre, Poet
forsaken continent, Gandhi found hisRabindranathlagore addressed an open
god. In 1904 he taught the persecutetter hailing Gandhi as ‘Mahatmaji and
Indians in SouthAfrica the doctrine of as a great leader of men’. Discussing
Satyagraha. Subsequently Satyagraldon-Co-operation Movement with an
became an important element in India’ American correspondent in the United
struggle for freedom. In the same year h&tates, Tagore had said, ‘It is fortunate
founded at Phoenix, near Durban, athat this movement is headed by a man
agricultural colony based on thelike Gandhi, whose saintly life has made
principles propagated byTolstoy. In him adored all over Indigs long as he
1908, he wroteHind Swaraj his first is at the helm | am not afraid of the ship,
book, which contains his basic ideas thair doubtful of its safe arrival at the port
remained unchanged throughout his lifeof destination.’
He condemned modern civilization as In 1923 Mahatma Gandhi was in jail.
the ‘great vice. This book evoked He refused to enjoy all special
controversy which continues even todayconcessions unless other prisoners were
In 1915 he returned to India andallowed the same. On April 1924, he
founded Kochrab Ashram. In 1917 started re-editing Young India and
Kochrab Ashram was transferred toNabajiban On 18 September in the
Champaran. In the same yeasame year he started 21 days’ fast as a
Champaran Satyagraha was startgaenance for communal disturbances. In
blessed by his dynamic leadershifter 1925 he undertook extensive tour in
the Jallianwala Bag massacre April  South India. Under his guidance
1919, Gandhi persuaded both th&atyagraha Movement inTravancore
Khilafat Committee and the Indianstate for redressing grievances of the
National Congress to accept thaintouchable community was crowned



Gandhi News/ 9l #€aw @ Vol. 13, No. 3¢ S3R7-ferme, 05t

with success. On Blay in the same year Satyagraha Ashram (1915-1933) and
he discussed with Surendra NattBavagram (Since 1932)Vows and
Banerjee at Calcutta the politicalobservances of théshram life have ~—
condition prevailing in India. On 22 been discussed in a valuable document s
September in the same yeAll India known as ‘From Yeravada Mandir : s
Spinners Association was founded. InEssays on the observance$his was
1926 he protested against the despatch wfitten during his incarceration in 1930
Indian troops to China. On 2 Januaryn the Yeravada Central prisorThis
1927 Gandhi laid the foundation stone oflocument consists of weekly letters
the X-Ray Bloc in Chittaranjan Savawritten in Gujrati by GandhiThe letter -
Sadan, Calcutta. On 12 February 192@as translated byValji Desai. The
Bardoli Satyagraha led by Sardéllab EnglishTranslation was published in the
Bhai Patel and blessed by Gandhiorm of a booklet in 1932.The
started.The date 26 January 1930 wasbservances to be followed by the
celebrated as Independence D@y 12 inmates of theAshram includeTruth, '
March 1930 Gandhi accompanied by 7®himsa or love, Brahmacharya or _
volunteers undertook the historic DandChastity Control of the Palate, Non-
March and defied the Salt Lawe was Stealing, Non-Possession, Fearlessness,
arrested and removed to théervada Removal of Untouchability Bread
prison. The subsequent events in his lifdcabor, Tolerance or Equality of
are well-known. We have .
mentioned  briefly  those

to a great extent
Experiment withTruth.
His  experiment i
corporate life of a society &
reflected in theAshramshe
established deserve spec
mention. He established tt
following Ashrams : The o
Phoenex Settlement (190
Tolstoy Farm (1910).
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Religions 1l, Humility The g by his admirers? Does the
Importance ofVows, Yajna nation which proclaim him

G 7
or Sacrifice, More About 0&\/}0 as father bear witness to this
SN

Yajna and Swadeshi. claim? These are the

The essay on Swades] .. ~”')3-‘1"—f’¢“* questions which posterity
was not written inYervadal = e will continue to ask.’
Prison House. It was writte] * - Gandhi himself
after his release in 193 DDIA AND THE WORLD WAR conveyed answer to some
Pyarelal translated it i MES. BESANT ON HOME RULE of these questions. He
English. MNP ARE admitted that ‘the politician

Several question hay®  ~— 7 | in me has never dominated
been raised by scholafs a single decision of mine.’

regarding Gandhs’ experiment with He agues that politics ‘encircle us like
corporate life as prescribed in thiervada the coil of a snake from which one
document. Is it an experiment withcannot get out, no matter how much one
alternative non-violent way of life? Is ittries....Today the system of Government
the foundation of an egalitarian socials so devised as to fatt every
organisation and economy? Is it ardepartment of our life. It threatens our
instrument of grass root Civil very existence.” He further explained,

Disobedience Movement? Is it a ‘I have been experimenting with
laboratory for new  man-making myself and my friends by Introducing
charactetbuilding educational religion into politics. Let me explain

experiment? Krishna Kripalani in hiswhat | mean by religion. It is not the
book Gandhi : A Life (National Book Hindu religion which | certainly prize
Trust, India 1968, 1993) in theabove all other religions. But it is the
introduction to the book has raised theeligion which transcends Hinduism,
following questions : ‘Vds Gandhi a which changes ong’very nature, which
politician or a saintWas he a saint amongbinds one indissolubly to truth within
politicians or a politician among saints7and which ever purifies’. (‘Neither a
Can one be both? Did he succeed iBaint, nor a PoliticianYoung Indig 12
spiritualizing politics as has been claimedvay 1920).



Gandhi Chants RAMANAMA

rom my her name, suggested, as a remedy for this -
Fsixth or fear the repetition of Ramanama. | had
seventh year up more faith in her than in her remedynd =
to my sixteenth so at a tender age | began repeating
| was at school, Ramanama to cure my fear of ghosts and-._.'.'
being taught all spirits. This was, of course, short-lived : =~
sorts of things but the good seed sown in childhood was -
l except religion. not sown in vain. | think it is due to the
| may say that | seed sown by that good woman Rambha
failed to get that today Ramanama is an infallible
from the teachers what they could haveemedy for me. =
given me without any &rt on their What left a deep impression on me -
part.And yet | kept on picking up things was the reading of thRamayanabefore -
here and there from my surroundingsmy father During part of his illness my
The term religion | am using in its father was in Porbandaihere every
broadest sense, meaning thereby selfvening he used to listen to the
realization or knowledge of self. Ramayana. The reader was a great
Being born in theVaishnava faith, | devotee of Rama— Ladha Maharaj of
had often to go to thieaveli.But it never Bileshwar It was said of him that he
appealed to me. | did not like its glittercured himself of his leprosy not by any
and pomp.Also | heard rumours of medicine, but by applying to thefetted
immorality being practised there, andparts bilva leaves which had been cast
lost all interest in it. Hence, | could gainaway after being é&éred to the image of
nothing from thehaveli. Mahadeva in Bileshwafemple, and by
But what | failed to get there | the regular repetition of Ramanama. His
obtained from my nurse, an old servanfaith, it was said, had made him whole.
of the family whose dection for me | This may or may not be trugve, at any
still recall. There was in me a fear ofrate, believed the stanAnd it is a fact -
ghosts and spirits. Rambha, for that wathat when Ladha Maharaj began his =~

B
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reading of theRamayanahis body was the eternal, the unborn, the one without
entirely free from leprosyHe had a a second. Him alone | worship, His aid
melodious voice. He would sing thealone | seek, and so should you.* He
dohas (couplets) and chopais belongs equally to all. I, therefore, see
(quatrains), and explain them, losingho reason why a Mussulman or anybody
himself in the discourse and carrying hishould object to taking his name. But he
listeners along with him. | must haveis in no way bound to recognize God as
been thirteen at that time, but | quittRama. He may utter to himseflah or
remember being enraptured by hiKhuda so as not to mar the harmony of
reading.That laid the foundation of my the sound:

deep devotion to thRamayanaToday Harijan, 28-4-1946
| regard theRamayanaf Tulsidas as the
greatest book in all devotional literature. WHO IS RAMA?

From My Experiments withrith Q. You have often said that when you
talk of Rama you refer to the Ruler of
MY RAMA the Universe and not to Rama, the son of
To the question how non-Hindus couldasharatha. But we find that your
take part in Ramadhun GandhijiRamadhun calls on ‘Sita-Rama’, ‘Raja
replied : Rama’ and it ends with “Wtory to
“I laugh within myself when Rama, the Lord of Sita’Who is this
someone objects that Rama or th&ama if not the son of the King
chanting of Ramanama is for HindusDasharatha?
only, how can Mussulmans, thereforeA. In Ramadhun ‘Raja Rama’, ‘Sita-
take part in it? Is there one God for th&kama’ are undoubtedly repeated. But
Mussulmans and another for the Hindusnore potent than Rama is the Name.
Parsis, or Christians? No, there is onlHindu dharmais like a boundless ocean
one omnipotent, and omnipresent Godeeming with priceless gemshe deeper
He is named variously and we remembeyou dive, the more treasures you find. In
Him by the name which is most familiarHindu religion, God is known by various
to us’. names. Thousands of people look
“My Rama, the Rama of our prayersdoubtless upon Rama and Krishna as
is not the historical Rama, the son ohistorical figures and literally believe
Dasharatha—the King @&yodhya. He is that God came down in person on earth

*Y ou may say you do not believe in Hilfou do not know that but for His will you could not draw a single
breath. Call Him Ishwar&llah, God,Ahura Mazda. His names are as innumerable as there are men. He
is one without a second. He alone is gr&aere is none greater than He. He is timeless, formless, stainless.
Such is my Rama. He alone is my Lord and MasterHarijan, 24-11-1946
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in the form of Rama, the son ofThis question was raised by Saint
Dasharatha, and by worshipping him on&ulsidas himself and answered by him.
can attain salvationThe same thing The answer cannot in reality be reasoned
holds good about Krishna. History out. It does not lend itself to intellectual

imagination and truth have got sosatisfaction. It is a matter of heart
inextricably mixed up. It is next to speaking to heart. | worshipped Rama as-

impossible to disentangle them. | havé&ita’s husband in the first instance, but
accepted all the names and formas my knowledge and experience of Him

attributed to God as symbols connotinggrew my Rama became immortal and = : :

one formless, omnipresent Rarfia. me, omnipresent.This does not mean that
therefore, Rama described as the Lord d®ama ceased to be Sgahusband; but
Sita, Son of Dasharatha, is the all-the meaning of Sita’husband expanded
powerful essence whose name inscribedith the vision of Ramarhis is how the
in the heart removes all dafing— world evolves. Rama cannot become
mental, moral and physical. omnipresent for the man who regards -

Harijan, 2-6-1946 him merely as the son of Dasharatha.

But for the believer in Rama as God, the '

RAMA—THE SON OF father of the omnipresent Rama also
DASHARATHA becomes omnipresent— the father and
An Arya Samajist writes : son become one. It may be said that this

“How can the Rama whom youis all a matter of imagination‘T'o each
believe to be immortal, be Rama, theman according to his faith, is all that I
Son of Dasharatha and titusband of can say’ If all religions are one at

Sita? | often attend your prayersoyrce, we have to synthesize them.
gathering with this dilemma always

confronting me and because of it, 1 am . .
unable 1o join in the Ramadhufhis and that is why we kill each oth&When

hurts me, for you are right when you sa)yve are tired of religion, we become
that all should take part in it. cannotatheists and then, apart from the little
you make the Ramadhun such that aelf, nothing, not eveiGod, exists. But
can join in the ecital?” when we acquire true understanding, the
| have already explained what | mearittle self perishes and God becomes all -
by all. It applies to all those who canin all. Rama, then, is and is not tBen
join in it from the heart and recite it inof Dasharatha, thélusband of Sita, the
tune. The others should remain silentBrother of Bharata and Lakshmana and
But this is a small matteThe important yet is God, the unborn and eternall _
question is as to how Rama, tBen of honour then, to those who not believing -
Dasharatha, can be deemed immortall Rama as th&on of Dasharatha still

.

Today they are looked upon as separate.
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come to join in the collective prayerslabours hard enough to acquire the
This matter of Rama is one whichknowledge of its laws.
transcends reason. | have merely tried to The living force which we call God
give to the reader my belief for what itcan similarly be found if we know and
is worth. follow His law leading to the discovery
Harijan, 22-9-1946 of Him in us. But it is self-evident that
to find out Gods law requires far harder
WHO AND WHERE IS GOD? labour The law may in one word, be
God is not a personlo afirm that he termed brahmachaya. The straight
descends to earth every now and agaway to cultivate brahmacharya is
in the form of a human being is a partiaRamanama. | can say this from
truth which merely signifies that such aexperience. Devotees and sages like
person lives near to God. Inasmuch a8ulsidas have shown us this royal path.
God is omnipresent, He dwells withinNo one need give undue importance to
every human being and all maymy own experience. Perhaps | am right
therefore, be said to be incarnations ah saying that the potency of Ramanama
Him. But this leads us nowhere. Ramawas brought vividly home to me in Uruli
Krishna, etc. are called incarnations oKanchan. It was there that | asserted that
God because we attribute divinghe surest remedy for all our ills was
qualities to them. In truth they areRamanama. He who can make full use
creations of mas’ imaginationWhether of it can show powerful results with very
they actually lived or not does noffedt little outside efiort.
the picture of them in mes'minds.The Following this line of thought I can
Rama and Krishna of history oftensay with conviction that the orthodox
present dificulties which have to be aids to brahmacharya pale into
overcome by all manner of guments. insignificance before Ramanama, when
The truth is that God is the force. Hethis name is enthroned in the hediten
is the essence of life. He is pure andnd then only do we realize its
undefiled consciousness. He is eternaltanscendent beauty and power

And yet, strangely enough, all are not Harijan, 22-6-1947
able to derive either benefit from or

shelter in the all-pervading living WHO IS THIS RAMA?
presence. Gandhiji reiterated that Rama whose

Electricity is a powerful force. Not name he prescribed as the infallible
all can benefit from it. It can only beremedy for all ills was neither the
produced by following certain laws. It ishistorical Rama nor the Rama of those
a lifeless force. Man can utilize it if hewho used the name as a charm or black
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magic. Rama whose name he prescribethmes are as innumerable as there are
as a cure-all was God, by taking whosenen. He is one without a second. He
name devotees attained purity and peacalone is greafThere is none greater than
and he claimed that it was the ondde. He is timeless, formless, stainless.
infallible remedy for all ailments Such is my Rama. He alone is my Lord
whether mental, spiritual or physical. Itand Mastet :
was, of course, possible to cure physical He touchingly described to them how
ailments by going to doctors andas a little boy he used to be usually timid

vaidyas.But Ramanama enabled one t@nd afraid of even shadows and how his : _'3
become one own doctor ovaidyaand nurse Rambha had taught him the secret

to find the elixir of healing within of Ramanama as an antidote to fear -
oneself. Even when the ailment couldWhen in fear take Ramanama. He will
not be cured, because physically it waprotect you,” she used to tell him. Ever
incurable, it enabled one to endure isince then Ramanama has been his
with equanimity and peace of mind. “Aunfailing refuge and shelter from all
person who has faith in Ramanam&inds of fear
would not run from pillar to post and “He resided in the heart of the pure
dance attendance at the doors dilways.Tulsidas, that prince of devotees,
celebrated doctors andhidyasin order whose name has become a household
to prolong existence anyhowNor is word among the Hindus from Kashmir
Ramanama meant to be taken only wheto Cape Comorin as Shri Chaitarya’
the doctors andaidyashave failed. It is and Shri Ramakrishna Paramahagsa’
meant to enable one to do without therBengal, has presented the message of
altogether For a believer in Ramanamathat name to us in his immortal
it is the first as well as the last remédy Ramayana.f you walk in fear of that
Harijan, 2-6-1946 name, you need fear no man on earth, be
he a prince or a paupérwhy should
THE ALL-HEALING BALM they be afraid of the cry of ‘Allaho
“The greatest help you can give me is té&\kbar? The Allah of Islam (was the
banish fear from your hearts,” Gandhijiprotector of innocencewhat had been
told them.And what was the talismandone in East Bengal had not the sanction -
that could do that for them? It was hiof Islam as preached by its Prophet.
unfailing mantra of Ramanama. “Yu Who could dare to dishonour their
may say you do not believe in Hirdfou wives or daughters, if they had faith in
do not know that but for His will you God? He, therefore, expected them to
could not draw a single breath. Call Himcease to be afraid of Mussulmans. If they -

IshwaraAllaha, God Ahura Mazda. His believed in Ramanama they must not

.
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think of leaving East Bengalhey must TOLERATION
live where they were born and broughQuestions poured in as did angry
up and die there if necessadefending letters. Why did he call himself a
their honour as brave men and womemMuslim? Why did he consider that
“To, run away from dangeinstead of there was no diérence between Rama
facing it is to deny one’faith in man and Rahim?Why had he gone so far
and God and even omse'own self. It as to say that he had no objection to
were better for one to drown oneselfeciting theKalma? Why did he not go
than to live to declare such bankruptcYo the Punjab?Was he not a bad
of faith.” Hindu? Was he not a fifth-columnist?
Harijan, 24-11-1946 \as not his non-violence making

cowards of Hindus? One envelope came
ACCEPT SLAVERY OF ONE GOD 5 hjm addressed as Mahomed Gandhi!

Gandhiji asked them to accept the Quietly and patiently Gandhiji

slavery of the one Omnipotent God NQeas0ned with themWhy should and
matter by what name they addressefl,,, could Islam be condemned for the
Him. Then they would bend the knee tQ,s of a few? He claimed to be a

o man or men. It was ignorance t0 sa¥,nataniHindu and because the essence
that he coupled Rama, a mere man, Wltgf Hinduism. and indeed of all

God. .He had repeatedly made it Cleal_religions, was toleration, he claimed
that his Rama was the same as God. Hj

) {Rat if he was a good Hindu, he was
Rama was before, is present now and .
. also a good Muslim and a good

would be for all time. He was Unborn ., . . . >
Christian. It was against the spirit of

and  Uncreated. Therefore et them religion to claim superiority Humilit

tolerate and respect the feifent faiths. g P y y

. . as essential to non-violence. Had not
He was himself an iconoclast but he ha . : .
: the Hindu scriptures said that God had
equal regard for the so-called idolaters.
thousand names?Why may not

Those who worshipped idols also®

worshipped the same God who Wagalh"ln be.onde Gofdtherg?'hi Kallmg g
everywhere, even in a clod of earth, eve[ll€rely praise _ 0d and acknowledge
in a nail that was pared fofHe had Mohamed as His Prophet. He had no

Muslim friends whose names werd€sitation in praising God and
Rahim. Rahman. Karim.Would he @acknowledging Mohamed as a Prophet

therefore join on to the name of Godn the same way as he acknowledged

when he addressed them as Rahin%uddha and Zoroaster"and Jesus.
Karim, or Rahman? Harijan, 27-4-1947

Harijan, 23-2-1947
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MEDICINE FOR THE MASSES the power that lakhs of soldiers =
You will be pleased to know that Imarching in step to the tune of their -
became a confirmed convert to Naturdand meant.The desolation that the -

Cure, when | read KuhreNew Science military prowess had wrought in the -

of Healing and Juss Return to Natwe world, be who ran could se€hough the
over forty years ago. | must confess thavar was said to have ended, the
| have not been able fully to follow theaftermath was worse than actual warfare.
meaning ofReturn to Natue not because Such was the bankruptcy of military
of want of will but because of my power

ignorance. | am now trying to evolve a  Without the slightest hesitation he
system of Nature Cure suited to thevas there to contend that the power. -

millions of India’s poor | try to confine exerted by the Ramadhun recited by

myself to the propagation of such curemillions of mankind with true beat of
as is derivable from the use of earthtime, was diferent in kind from and
water light, air and the great voidhis infinitely superior to the display of
naturally leads man to know that themilitary strength. And this recital of
sovereign cure of all ills is the recitationGod’s name from the heart, would

from the heart of the name of God whonproduce lasting peace and happiness in '

some millions here know by the name othe place of the present desolation, they -
Rama and the other millions by the namwitnessed.

of Allah. Such recitation from the heart Harijan, 31-8-1947
carries with it the obligation to recognize
and follow the laws which Nature has REAL ILLUMINATION

ordained for manThis train of reasoning Today alas! there was rieamarajyain

leads one to the conclusion thatndia; therefore, how could they

prevention is better than curEherefore, celebrate Diwali? He alone could
one is irresistibly driven to inculcating celebrate victory who had Rama in his
the laws of hygiene, i.e., of cleanlines$ieart for it was God alone who could
of the mind, of the body and of itsillumine their souls and such
surroundings. illumination alone was worth whiléChe
Harijan, 15-6-1947 bhajan emphasized the writes desire
to see God. Crowds went to see
RAMADHUN manmade illuminations but the light they
Gandhiji said that those who had someeeded today was the light of love in
experience knew the power that theheir hearts.Then alone would they be
Ramadhun, meaning recital of Ged’' worthy of receiving congratulations. -
name from the heart, meant. He knewoday thousands were in the most dire

.
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suffering. Could every one in thevisit is to consider whether it is possible
audience lay his hand on his heart antb unite together all the separate
say that every one of theseferdrs, institutions of the  Constructive
whether Hindu, Muslim or Sikh, was asProgramme and to observe the
his own brother or sisterPhat was the anniversary day of Jamnalal. | have been
test for them. Rama and Ravanagaining strength satisfactoriyBoth the
represented the eternal duel going okidney and the liver got involved this
between the forces of good and eVihe time. According to my view it showed

real illumination came from within. weakness of faith in Ramanama.
Harijan, 23-11-1947 “Blessings to both of you.”
[Notes : ShriShankaranji is a teacher in the
THE DAY BEFORE HindustaniTalimi Sangh, Sevagram.

[Shri K. G. Mashruwala received on the 2nd ~ The verb “did” is in reference to the pledge
instant a post-card written by Gandhiji himself D0 or Die”, which he took on reaching Delhi.

on the 29th Januaryhat is, the day before his The other person referred to in “blessings
death. It refers to a letter written by Shrito both” is Shrimati Gomatibehn Mashruwala.]

Mashruwala to one of Gandhgi'assistants to Harijan, 8-2-1948
acknowledge receipt of a communication from
him. The reply therefore,by Gandhiji himself “RAMA!I RAMA!”

has come to him as an agreeable surprise apg  Gandhiji passed through the
a precious mementdhe following is a free cordoned lane through the prayer
translation of the post-carekEditor, Harijan] congregation, he took his handsf tife
“29-1'48, N. D.  shoulders of the two girls to answer
“My Dear Kishorlal, the namaskars of the prayer
“I'have been devoting today my timecongregationAll of a sudden some one
after the prayer in writing letter&Xou  from the crowd roughly elbowed his way
did well in sending here the news of thento the cordon from the right. Little
death of Shankarang’daughterl have panu thinking that he was coming
sent him a lettefThe report of my going forward to touch his feet, remonstrated
there (i.e., Sevagram) must be regardeghying something about it being already
still as indefinite. | have suggested that jate for the prayer and tried to stop the
should stay there from the 3rd to thgntruder by holding his hand. He
12th. If it could be said that | “did” in violently jerked her df causing the
Delhi, it might not be necessary to bexshram Bhajanavaland Bapus spittoon
here for keeping my pledgeThis and mala, which she was carrying in
depends upon what view my colleaguefer hands, to fall dowms she stooped
here take. Perhaps it may be possible ¥wn to pick up the scattered things, he
decide tomorrow The purpose of my planted himself in front of Bapu at less
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than point blank range— so closecoconut milk too. But he could not
indeed, that one of the ejected shells wakigest it and so had an attack of
afterwards found caught among the folddiarrhoea.The frequent motions made -
of Bapus clothes.Three shots rang outhim weaker and weaker till in the

in quick succession from the sevenevening when he was coming back to
chambered automatic pistol, the firsthe hut he felt a reeling sensation and
shot entering the abdomen on the rightias about to fall. Generally symptoms
side two and a half inches above théke yawning, perspiration, coldness of

umbilicus and three and a half inches tbhands and feet, etc. would precede such:. = _'3
the right of the mid line, the seconda reeling sensation in his case. | thought

penetrating the seventh intercostal spadeom his yawns that he was about to feel -

one inch to the right of the mid line andgiddy but | was mistaken. Bapu who was '

the third on the right side of the chestvalking with my support was already -
one inch above the nipple and foucollapsing. | held his head with care and
inches from the mid lineThe first and shouted for Nirmalbabu. He came and -
the second shots passed right througlkie both helped Bapuji to bedhen it
and came out at the bacKhe third struck me that | should call for Dr
remained embedded in the lunt the Sushilabehn who was in a village near
first shot the foot that was in motion,by. | feared that | would be taken for a -
when he was hit, came down. He stilfool if Bapuiji's illness suddenly took a
stood on his legs when the second sheerious turn and if | did not call for her
rang out and then collapsed@he last in time. | wrote a chit and just as | was
words he uttered were “Rama Rama”. giving it to Nirmalbabu for despatching,
Harijan, 15-2-1948 Bapu woke up from his trance and called
out, “Manudi” (that was Bape’'term of
RAMANAMA endearment for me), “I do not like your =
At Amki | could not get goa’ milk for calling Nirmalbabu.As you are still
Bapu. | tried my best to procure it butyoung, howeverl can excuse you. But
failed. So | had to inform Bapu who saidat such a time | expect you to do nothing
to me, “What does it matter? For gsat'else but take Ramanama with all your
milk the white juice of the coconut will heart. As for myself | was already
do as well and fresh coconut oil willengrossed in taking His name. | would
serve the purpose of ghee.” have liked it immensely had you started
Bapu showed me how to prepardaking Ramanama instead of shouting
them and accordingly | gave them tdor Nirmalbabu. Now dort’ inform
him. As he usually took eight ounces ofSushila or call herThe real doctor is -
goats milk he took the same quantity ofRama.As long as Rama needs service

-
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from me, He will keep me alivaVhen bodies as strong as that of Hanuman but
He does not, He will call me back towe can certainly make our souls as great.
Himself.” One can realize the devotion of
A shiver passed through my bodyHanuman if one is intent on it. If one
when the words “dom’'inform Sushila or cannot reach that height it is enough if
call her” struck my ears. | snatched th@ne makes a sincere attempt. Has not
chit from Nirmalbabu and tore it to Mother Gita taught us to make every
pieces. Bapu saw this and remarked, “Seffort and leave the result in the hands of
you had already written to hét had to God? We should try our very best to
admit the factThen he said, “09day the follow that teaching.
Lord has saved us both. On reading the “Now you have understood what my
chit Sushila would have left her workattitude is towards the sickness of
and immediately run to us. | would notanybody be it you, me or any one else.”
have liked it at all. That would have And that very day he wrote to an a|||ng
made me angry with myself and yousister : “There is only one panacea in the

Than_k God | was tested_today_ am  whole world and that is Ramanama. But
convinced that | shall not die of S|ckness§_|is name could only prove fettive if

!f Ramanama hf"‘S pen.etrated deep dov‘fﬂe rules pertaining to it are strictly
into my heartThis rule is for everybody

) adhered to. But who cares to do so?”
One has to stér for ones mistakes and Stranaelv enouah the above incident
in that spirit | passed through the pain. gely g

One should have Ramanama on eneoccurred on the 30th January 1947,

lips till one’s last breath but it should exac::y a yesr kbefloref h's Qeath.
not be repeated parrot-like; it should That unshakable faith in Ramanama

spring from the heart as was the cademained with him till his last breath. |

with HanumanWhen Sitaji presented adid not then imagine that on the same
pearl necklace to him he broke the pearf@@y @ year later | should have the heart-
to see if the name of Rama wasitten rending experience of hearinRama,

in them, We need not care to find outRa....maas the last audible words of the
whether the incident actually happenedreat departing soul. Mysterious indeed
or not.We may not be able to make ousare the ways othe Lord!

From Bapu—My Mother



The Way the World is Moving and the Insight
and Foresight of Mahatma Gandhi

Sisir K. Dhar

(Continuation from previous issue)

1] progress and welfare of man.

The world is mad with violence; and Yet, ours is a society of crime,
cruel strifes continue—Tagore violence and strife, producing tension

The above words, taken from a songnd lack of peacé he primitive society ==
in Bengali of PoeTagore (and translated marked with lack of education and other -
by me), describes aptly the world todaydeficiencies, had strife and violence and
Rather violence is more common andhuman frailties, but not so ruinous and
deadlier and strifes are more widespreadcessant as todajfhe modern society
and recurrent todayery recently Pope, boasting of prosperity education and
John Paul Il, expressed his anguish thumiltural progress, seems unable to banish
: “As | look at families in the light of cruelty, strife and various human
Christmas, | turn my thoughts to thefrailties: it rather witnesses them almost
greater human familyunfortunately torn helplessly when all the codes of conduct
apart by selfishness and violence.” seem brittleThe modern civilisation has

On the wings of science, moderrmade the world ‘a global village’, only
civilisation has conquered Nature, hasechnologically and not psychologically
brought the humans from jungles andt has enough of cleating rhetories, more
caves to towns and cities, has ensurgtlan any in the past, that often
security as against a precariousvershadow the realities, not so clating. -
existence, and it promises abundance “What shall it avail a man if he gain
and amenities, mass education, bett¢éhe whole world and lose the soul?”
socio-political institutions, laws, etc. Gandhi reiterates this question raised in. -
Apparently it has paved the path tothe Bible. But our civilisation fails as

Presented at the U.G. sponsaed National Seminar on ‘The Relevance of Gandhian Thought in_' -
the 21st Centwyr, organised by the Deptiment of Gandhian Thought. Bhagalpur University on
November 16-18, 1995. -
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yet to ofer a convincing answer to it, live’.” “Modern science has force, speed
notwithstanding all its spectacularand action, but no direction,” comments
achievementsThe failure lies in the fact Acharya Vinobha Bhave then, let us
that this materialist civilisation, with all listen to the great scientist, Einstein,
its success, is not much worried with théimself : “The clearing away of
question of the soul of man or hisobstacles does not by itself lead to an
spiritual development. Ultimatelyhis is ennoblement of social and individual
the most important thing in life to whichlife. For along with this negative result,
everything else is subservient. But, thera positive aspiration and feft for an
are scientists who would like to explainethical-moral configuration of our
soul or mental qualites as ancommon life is of overriding
epiphenomenon of matter importance. Here no science can save us,
As Whitehead points out, “The | believe, indeed, that overemphasis on
materialistic bias of science had directethe purely intellectual attitude, often
attention to things as opposed to valuesdirected solely to the practical and
But with all its phenomenal growth,factual in our education, has led directly
science tends to create an illusion of itso the impairment of ethical values.....
omnipotence, that science will turn théWithout ‘ethical culture’ there is no
entire world into a prosperous Europesalvation for humanity Obviously, the
andAmerica, that it will solve, today or world will gain if both the potential and
tomorrow all human problems by limitation of science are appreciated
making known all that is unknown. Inrightly along with an appreciation of the
the realm of knowledge on the materiabsupremacy of human spirit, yearning,for
plane, mankin® progress has been on@s Einstein says, “an ethical-moral
of from common sense to scienceconfiguration” in life.
Science has an immense potential and is Commencing with a premise to
very valuable for man on this plane, otreate a better life, this civilisation has
course, depending on how its is usedlone much in several fields. But because
But beyond a range science has af its essential materialist character
limitation. Bertrand Russell, a indifferent to spiritual values, it has
philosopher and scientist himself, sayentered into a blind alley Where
plainly : “Science, by itself, cannoteveryone wants more and more and
supply us an ethic,Tolstoy’s emphatic seeks to elbow out everyone else, the
comment is : “Science is meaninglessnuch needed fellow-feeling, which is
because it gives no answer to outhe basic sustainer of the society and
guestion, the only question important fowhich, more than laws, restrains from
us, ‘What shall we do and how shall weecourse to the law of the jungle, faué
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and we cannot but have an environmerat state of spiritual emptiness is the
of greed and selfishness, envy andreatest failure of this civilisation.
intolerance, violence, cruelty and strife. Science has conferred prosperity and
This is happening more and morgower (pocketed practically by a few).
beneath all the glitters of the civilisation.But how many persons in the world— -
We have before us now a world wheregven in the prosperous countries, can
not to speak of animal life, even theclaim that they are satisfied with life?
human life itself is becoming theWe have referred to the widespread

cheapest commodity where ghastly prevalence of psychoneurotic disorders _'3
crimes and brutal murders do not shakand resultant tragedies making the life -

the human heart as if they are normédk tale told by an idiot, full of sound and - -
things— when peace and spirituafury, signifying nothing,” that an
development become matters of anothembitious Macbeth had foundvhat is
planet. Ours is a civilisation of materialstriking here is that even in a country =
profusion and spiritual or moral povertylike  Sweden, where the Social

Most people, most of our Democrats have ensured a high degree

intellectuals and academicians anaf equality liberty and security— some
admires this materialist civilisation andvery laudable social objectives, along
its materialist values. Not many seem taevith prosperity the suicide rate is the
realise that this civilisation converts lifehighest and juvenile delinquency
into a sort of profligacy in diérent various crimes and violence are on the
spheres, while the human life is aise (when the criminals are reported to
precious gift of the ‘creatorof this resort to murder pedestrians for no -
universe. “The goal of material influenceostensible  reason  with  modern
seems to generate greed and selfishnesgeapons.) Thus, Eric Fromm asks

Not that these features have ever beégfould it be that the middle-class life of '

absent in individuals and societies, buprosperity while satisfying our material
they appear to be magnified by theneeds leaves us with a feeling of intense
shrinking of non-materialist values,”boredom, and that suicide and
observe, King and Schneidertwo alcoholism are the pathological ways of :
writers with an intimate knowledge ofescape from this boredom? Could it be
affairs in the West and with a strong that modern civilisation fails to satisfy
perception of things in the rest of theprofound needs in man®”

world. Thus, a pursuit of materialist We have indicated with relevant
gratification as the supreme objectdetails five major evils that this
unmindful of the fundamental questionsndustrial civilisation produces, the
of life that Tolstoy had raised, leading toharmfulness of which will only cumulate

-
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if not arrested early : (i) over quality. But the unprecedented violence,
exploitation and exhaustion of Naturestrifes, murder etc. and the striking
and pollution of environment, (ii) the insensitiveness to othens'oe and agony
destructive potential of this civilisation,seem to suggest that there must be
(iii) ruthless exploitation by the IACs of factors in this materialist civilisation that
the LDCs, (iv) perpetuation of a grosslind the mind and fuel baser instincts in
inequality between the two and (v)man. Perhaps, this civilisation with all
injury to physical and mental health, andts shallow lures, shallow consumerism
cultural impoverishment and spiritualand foppishness— the ‘Macbesh’
degradation of man. Can the civilisatiorwitches’ will prove ruinous in the long
overcome these monstrous evils withoutun to the blooming mas’mind, taking
a substantial rectification of itself? the humans back to a life that is ‘nasty
This civilisation has not a few of its brutish and short’ along with the ruin of
dazzles. But they allure men along @he Nature.
downward path. What else does Mass production, the fruit of
generation of greed, ambition, andechnological revolution, occupies a
selfishness, cruelty and unendingride of place in the industrial
widespread conflicts along  with civilisation with a promise of plentyut
production of lethal weapons and theiif the promise remains unfulfilled for
unhesitants use signify? It is fiiult to large millions in a lager part of the
say if since the dawn of human historyorld so long after the Industrial
to this day the basic nature of man haRevolution that has enhanced the
changed at all or much, for good or baddisparity it will remain so, for at least
Maybe, the mental traits as greedthe insurmountable resource and
ambition, etc. and also love andenvironmental constrainsthe problem
generosity are inherent in human naturef ensuring the LDCs the standard of
- all these are there in the same persdiving as obtains in the IACs is too big
simultaneously and while some ardo be solved with any likely
awake others are dormant in a givetechnological miracles, however one
situation or time.According to ‘Gita’ may welcome that. It is questionable
every human possesses three qualitiesew long even the IACs can carry on the
spiritual (‘satwik’) lordly (‘rajasik’) and present rate of plunder of the limited
vulgar or depraved (‘tamasik’) resources, mostly nonrenewabkes E.
simultaneously : while one such qualityr. Schumacher says, “the modern
is awake in him at one time, the twandustrial system, with all its intellectual
others are dormanthis implies that we sophistication, consumes the very basis
should cultivate and attain the besbn which it has been erectetdOn the
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other hand, sophisticated labeurengendered by modern science and

replacing technologies create an acuteechnology alienated man (1) from
unemployment problem in the LDCsNature, (2) from his true self, (3) from -

(and also in the IACS). his fellows and worked “in every way to -

According to the International disintegrate and corrupt man .... to break
Labour Oganisation, 30 per percent, i.eup the unity of his naturé’And so also
82 crores, of the total number of workersffirms Bertrand Russell : “Modern
in the world are unemployed novwhe industry in fact, is a kind of rape.” He

number is rising.And, as the ILO points out, “Everyday many square miles = : :

reports, in the very IACs ddmerica and of forests are turned into newspgpeut _
Europe, the army of unemployed is nowhere is no known process by which -

as lage as thirty-five millionsWe are newspaper can be turned into forest.” He :

not against technological innovation. Itadds : “All industry depends upon such
should be related to the welfare of manrreversible processes; it all uses up the
The concept of an alternativeearths capital. Modern industry is, in
technology propounded by humanistsfact, a spendthrift, and sooner or later

from Gandhi to Schumacher must sufer the penalty of spendthriftg.”

augmenting production, without inviting ~ What has been the impact of mass :

the vices of many modern sophisticategroduction at the psychological level? -
technologies, makes much sense in thBcientific and technological growth is
context and researches in this field arbelping production of an almost infinite
paramount need. Our economists alsoumber of consumables.Whether
must get rid of such commonly heldserving real needs or not, they create a
fallacies as (a) technological progress iNiagara of wants’ in the people. Even
the production of bigger and biggerthose living in shanties or footpaths are

machines, (b) labotintensive infected with a consumerist culture =~

production is backward and capitaltoday A pronounced trait of this culture
intensive one is progressive, (c) smallis that the people tend to hanker more
scale is backward and tm-scale is and more after luxuries, paradoxically
modern, and so on. with an indiference even to basic needs-
Eulogies are showered on thea hankering, for instance, for a bottle of
benefits of science and moderrhighly advertised soft-drink, unmindful
technology-based mass production. Buif the need for a little milk.
any benefit must be judged in terms of Those championing the industrial
costs. Here, an fafmation made earlier civilisation may perhaps gue that an _
by Edward carpenter remains significanincrease in luxuries, beyond the bare -
that the eveimcreasing production needs for physical existence, is a sign of

|
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advancement of civilisatiorWe do not Tagore also felt that “Mag’ real needs
suggest that man may remain in jungleare not many He always kept the
instead of in houses or may keemuestion of creative development to the
contended wearing barks of trees fofore, He too noticed the developed
clothes. But there must be a limitingcapitalist countries’ tendency to convert
principle on multiplication of wants, unnecessaries into necessaries and called
without  which mars spiritual it “a dangerous outrage by a greedy
development cannot but $erf It is also civilisation.” | call it a greed-producing
asked by these champions, where do wavilisation.

draw a dividing Linc between  When | first came to know of the
necessaries and luxuries, when today'Say’s Law’ in the economics class that
luxuries are tomorrows necessaries? ‘supply always creates its demands’, |
True, we cannot draw a clear dividingwas a bit sceptic about its soundness as
line on many matters. But we canbeing contrary to the common-sense
distinguish between the concepts ohotion that demand creates supply -
‘necessity’ and ‘luxury’ and that is ‘necessity is the mother of invention’.
sufficient to guide us in the practical Today the ‘Says Law’, named after the
field if we like to be so guided. It is alsofrench economist, J. B. Sayperates
true that even luxuries that one getsigorously In the IACs; a torrent of new
habituated to using turn into unavoidabland newer items, beautified with nice
needs if we carry on the process opacking and made highly attractive with
conversion of luxuries without restraintthe eloquence and ingenuity of
or discrimination.Thus, smokes, drugs, advertisers, what relentlessly the hunger
drinks etc. become essential to thef the people for more and more items-
patrons, often more essential than foodcommodity fetishism’, as Marx called
Unrestrained, the hunger for powerit— whether or not they had earlier even
wealth and ostentation also becomes thmagined the need for any of these items.
master The senselessness of thi#And, the LDCs think that being modern
unrestrained conversion of luxuries omeans imitating the IACs.

addiction to things, that one can easily In the past besides agriculture,
do without or which are even injurious,manufacturing industry and services
points to the need for some restraint invere the two major sectors of the
every walk of life.Actually, one with a economy Now, advertisement has
developed mind, refusing to bebecome another major sectdnelping
indiscriminate, can live a joyful andcreation of an environment with
creative civilised life without consumption as a dominant passion in
multiplying luxuries. Like Gandhi, life. And, ‘created needsbutstrip ‘felt
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needs’. Bilions are spent onleague to flood consumers with more
advertisement to house demands— tand more supplies, regardless of their -
hypnotise and to dictate the people— foreal needs or buying capagityr needs
an eveiwidening range of luxuries andalso will be produced nawf the buyers
laboursaving gadgets. (The utility of thecannot pay readilythe sellers will der
latter is questionable at least in overcredit facilities. Payments with interest
populated countries, where also there agre to be made afterwards. In this
incessant éorts to create demandshe civilisation, you earn more and more,
unfortunate result is that when the GNPonestly or otherwise, or you perish.
grows, say by five per cent, the “The materialistic technology-based
aspirations grow at a higher rate, andpproach to development has penetrated -
discontent of many at a still higher rateinto societies and cultures of all types, :
One concrete result of suchand even the most rigid fundamentalist
consumerism is that it raises adar cultures find it impossible to resist the =
trade deficit even in a country like thepromise of power and fiience which it
USA. Relevant to our present discussioappears to &ér,” point out King and
is the fact that these advertisements dBchneider China is a state founded on
not help consumers much. Rathéne an avowed ideology But China is
huge amounts spent on advertisemenbsushing aside rapidly dérent Cannous
and propaganda enter into prices off Mao, just as many Indians opine that
commodities. They can also be the ideas of the ‘Father of the Nation’
misleading and even harmfulo take a are back-datedThere, the modernising
major example, a persistent propagandsupremo, Deng Xiaoping, pronounced a -
is on for long to make the people believelecade ago that 6Tbe rich is glorious”
that a little wine is good for health.and moved ahead to modernise the.
Recently this idea has been scotched bgountry and its economy fairly on the
the World Health Oganisation whose Western pattern. China is moving along
experts dirm that propaganda of thisthe charted pattAt the same time, as a
sort is actuated more with a commercialecent report says, corruption, smuggling
intent and that drinks may cause liveetc. are on the rise in China and high
troubles, cancer etc. officials are involved in them.As =
The trend indicated above has another reporter observes, “Money has
noticeable fallout even in the poorereplaced Marxism as ChiraGod.”And :
countries where a lge section fails to she adds : “As society loosens up, SO
secure even two square meals. Naw does its morals Lawlessness, highway
this acquisitive or ‘the more the merrierobbery drugs and prostitution are all on -
society’, producers and traders are ithe rise.Young women from all over

|
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China are drawn to Shanghai, Shenzhemitnesses in the daily life acts hardly
and other cities. The unlucky are ennobling.This is the common picture
reduced to letting truck drivers gropefor most people today The
them for 50p a time and do not everbrainwashing, particularly of the youth,
earn enough money to return to theito be at the helm of f&irs tomorrow is
home villages.The successful ones endthus complete. In an atmosphere like
up with beautiful clothes, a flat of theirthis, all the beautiful, serious and
own and a mobile phone to talk to theivaluable things become something
clients, many of whom are overseaslistant, hazy and unimpressive. Nos
Chinese who pay hundreds of pounds fguerson rich or wielding powewhatever
a night. Some of these women havéis personal integrity will be more
become local heroes, returning to theihonoured than one possessing rich
home towns with a fortune to start up @uman qualities, if without power and
factory”8 wealth. A profligate life-style, that it is,
What else can be the eventuapaves the path that is shallow and tainted
outcome in a civilisation in which ‘@ with vices. “One specific aspect of
be rich is glorious”? May be, it is not asmodern life (is) the repression of the
crude for all as is the case with thesawareness of the basic problems of
girls, but substantially not muchhuman existence,” observes Eric
different.  Consumerism, a majorFromm?#
contribution of this civilisation, polluting A humanist thinker of renown in
man’s mind, is a deadlier monster tharindia, V. M. Tarkunde, describes thus the
environment pollution, another present situation : “There appears to be
contribution of the civilisation. A a sharp fall in moral standards in both
gluttonous uge, the craze for more anddeveloped and developing countries of
more and new and newer thinggshe contemporary world. ...The fall of
infinitely that the industrial civilisation moral standards is indicated by the
fuels, is surely injurious to masiimental enormous rise of corruption in political
health. The shower of things, mostly aadministration, by the adoption of
far from basic needs, enslave mentalljncreasingly unscrupulous methods in
both rich and poorAn individual is business enterprises and by the growing
surrounded with dazzling showrooms ofate of crime in all parts of the world.”
fancy goods and their advertisements d@lainly, if the socioeconomic
home in theTV and journals repeatedly arrangement be such that man is induced
and he so often hears discussions among disdain all restraints of mind, the
friends and relatives so much on themsituation cannot be any bett&nd also
and little on noble thoughts andif the arrangement be such as to create
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‘a Niagara of Wants’ with man multiplying fast in number when the
constantly running after them, so manyraders know the ‘artof making money

of the wants will remain unfulfilled and Now, do these patrons ever pause to
discontent will be the constantthink that normally one can prepare
companion. “The mind is a restless birdielicious foods at home with less cost,

: the more it gets the more it wants, andhich is tastier as ore’knowledge and
still remains unsatisfied,” said Gandhilabour have made them? Do they realise
An individual, himself discontented, that the delight of enjoying the beauty of
cannot be generous or sympathetiiowers in ones own garden or even a
towards others, but is rather envioussmall court-yard, that bloom with ose’
intolerant and aggressivé\s Bertrand love’s labouy is something richer than -
Russell, not a mystic himself, would saythat obtainable from flowers in the
“The soul which is not at peace withmarket? Unfortunate is one who is
itself cannot be at peace with the worldignorant of the joy of creativity
and external wars have to continue imbtainable from things lge and small.
order to hide from individual men thatThe modern civilisation induces people
the real war is within.”And he adds : to become more a buyer than a
“For these reasons the war of man witlproducer— a creatorCommenting on
himself is that which at the end of*modern mars relationship to his fellow
human evolution assumes supremman” Eric Fromm says : “Everybody is

importance”.’ to everybody else a commodity.. Even
There is a noticeable love and the relationship between sexes

‘commercialisation of atmosphere’ inhave assumed this charactér =

this civilisation, extending to all It is true that industrial workers have

directions, which, in the words of Karltoday greater leisure hours when
Marx, “left no other nexus between mamechanised production demands less
and man than naked self-interest, thalabour Some dirty work is also done by
callous cash payment.” In thismachine. Good, as far as they go. But
atmosphere, people ‘purchase’ beautihe leisure they enjoy is hardly creative
from beauty parlours, buy costliestand means practically more lazing with =
cosmetics and so on, realising hardlyporedom or seeking excitement : as -
that good health is the best beautifieHerbert Read says, it is “a pervasive
Instead of moving the limbs by way ofemptiness .... a vacuum, a desperate state
physical exercise or labquvaluable for of vacancy JohnW. Gardner a former -
good health, they prefer in their mental. S. Secretary of Health, Education and-
sloth shortcuts that shopsfaf Then, Welfare, comments : “@& have to face
there are patrons of ‘fast foods’,the fact that most people out there in the

-
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world of work are more state than theyworshipping the maxim “G be rich is
know and more bored than they wouldylorious.”
care to admit."”The prevalence of mental Commenting on the views in the
ailments, already referred to, does noHind Swaraj, among several other
speak well of this leisure. Of course, nothinkers, GD. H. Cole contended that “|
to be compared with the poverty-strickerdo not believe that it (theéWestern
life in the LDCs, it however means dullcivilisation) rests upon a sheer denial of
and boring hours, barring the hours ofvhat is necessary to the human soul.”
excitement. Prima facie, this is an acceptable
Then, scientific and technologicalcontention. The Western civilisation
advance can claim to have helped muatioes not explicitly deny the importance
the spread of education. But the spreaof the human soul. Not a few western
has been grossly uneven owing to ththinkers would readily recognise the
uneven distribution of the benefits ofimportance, while an averay@esterner
science. That civilisation is not very | believe, is not much interested in the
civiised where a very lge section of question itself. Perhaps, this shows how
the population remains hungry orthe spirit or atmosphere of a civilisation
uneducated. And not only the acts on the common men, who are more
guantitative aspect, we must consider themoulded with the atmosphere than a
qualitative aspect of education also : illHearned man with an independence of
education should worry us no less thathinking. Should we not judge the
uneducation, if not moreWe shall character of a civilisation by its impact
consider later this qualitative aspedfe on the millions?Also, what is important
may state here only that the moderhere is that the path actually followed by
education, for all its worth, is anthis civilisation with above all a
education more of the brain than of thenaterialist goal impoverishes the human
heart. With little social and ethical soul. Here, once again, we would remind
orientation; it makes man intelligent andour readers of Eric Frommh'contention
knowledgeable but not as much wise oabout “the repression of the awareness
virtuous. Half a century ago,.GM. of the basic problems of human
Trevelyan stated in the ‘English Sociakexistence” in modern life.
History’ that rapid spread of education Unlike Cole, anothekVestern writer
had created a lge mass who knows to says that “Since the birth of Christ, the
read but not what is or is not readabléeNest has produced no great apostle of
True to the philosophy of life behind thenonviolence equivalent to Mahatma
modern civilisation, the education isGandhi. Our civilisation has spawned
more for earning than learning,crusaders, inquisitors, conquerors, and
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tyrants— Torquemadas, Napoleons,strongly against poverty and squalbe :
Hitlers, Salins— but not a single did not look at consumption from a
prophet of brotherhood and peadée moral standpoint and did not think of -
Western world, which we like to think of any conscious limitation of wants. In the
as ‘the cradle of civilisation' has beenCommunist Manifesto’, he eulogises
the breeding ground of most of therepeatedly the “capitalist engine of
fratricidal conflicts with which the production” and advanced technology
human race has beenfliated for the raising productivity He is for a better
past two thousand yearsThe fatal humanist distribution of the abundance = -
weakness ofVestern Man has been theof industrialism, not available in
insatiable acquisitiveness and higapitalism, and was not against -
inability to live at peace with himself. industrialism. The general run of

Both are the products of materialisnsocialists accept Marg’ view on this

insufficiently restrained by subject.
humanitarianism and moral  Socialists must ponder over the
sensibility” 10 matter Some of the evils we have

Another important question before usnentioned, like environment pollution,
is : Are the evils we have noted in thedepiction of Nature, their impact on
industrial civilisation, attributes really of health, growth of high destructive -
capitalism? Gandhi condemns theotential, the strenuous condition of
industrial civilisation, while socialists modern life with resultant maladies,
blame capitalism. R. HTawney holds disparity between diérent parts of the
that the principle on which theworld are related to the industrial
capitalistic  society is based, iscivilisation. Obviously the industrial
domination of man by thing§.o escape growth, eating up the limited resources _

the trap of the “demoralizing of the earth, cannot expand itself as

industrialism” and true to his philosophymuch as to create the same abundance
of life, Gandhi uges on a consciousfor all in the world. The option of an
limitation of wants by man. Of course,unlimited growth is not available hence
this does not mean a life of povertye for the socialists. They must also
fought all his life against the poverty ofrecognise that just distribution, equality -
his countrymen, though with aetc. are not essentially materialist but
simultaneous solicitude for their spiritualhumanist  ethical goals. Gandhi’
growth. Karl Marx envisaged a conditionhumanist moral sense makes him feel
of abundance in the socialist socjety'What cannot be had for the millions is -
even though he too condemnedaboo to me” and live a life as he says. -

“‘commodity fetishism”. But though If the members of the socialist society

-
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lack in fellow feeling and morality and soon recreate ddrent forms of

are guided with materialistic inequality amongst themselves."Mere

gratification and selfishness, can theemoval of capitalism is not socialism. It
supposed humanist-ethical character ahust be built on the foundation of an
the socialist society be retained® alternative  appropriate  technolggy
Jayaprakash Narayan said, “If the pooculture and philosophy of life. Socialism
tried to establish equality merely bycan be spiritualist as also materialist or
distributing the wealth of the wealthyacquisitive, democratic or totalitarian,
among themselves, without acceptinggnd a noble society must have a

the philosophy behind it, they wouldcorresponding foundation.
(To be continued)
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DIRECTOR-SECRETARY’S REPORT

on
the Programme and Activities at
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore

from July, 2018 to December, 2018

m In-house Activities :

1. 'VANMOHOTSAV’ by Douglas Memorial Higher Secondary School at
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, ( 02.07. 2018)
Douglas Memorial Higher
Secondary School ganized
VANMOHOTSAV programme
on July 2, 2018 at thg
Sangrahalaya premises.

presence of their schog
students and teachers thg
planted a sapling
Sangrahalaya’ premises.
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2. Awareness Camp on ‘Safe Drive, Save Life & Cyber Crime’ (27/07/2018) :
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalay=
Barrackpore aganized a day-long
Awareness Camp in association
Barrackpore Police Commissionerg
on July 27, 2018 on ‘Safe Drive Sa
Life & Cyber Crime’ for the college)
students at its premises. Mainly 2f
year and 3rd year students

Mahadebananda College, Barrackpore
were participated in this awareness camp.
Inspector Sri Rajesh Mondal (O.C.
Central TG, Barrackpore) and Sub-
Inspector Sri  Bijay Ghosh (O.C.,
Barrackpore STG) from trA€ control

cyber crime department
Barrackpore Police Commissionerg
were present as Experts.The

session started after welcome add
by the DirectoiSecretary  of
Sangrahalaya. Sri Rajesh Mondal 3
Sri Bijay Ghosh delivered their lectu
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on Road accident and gave a Vi\
description about road signalling a _
security measuresThey had showr E e
some video clippings regarding th B s e |
road accident. In the second sess
Sri Satyajit Mondal explained abo|
the Cyber Crime and its type
processes and safety measury

~ Experts and the students were provided
| guided tour in the museurAt the end of

| the Awareness Camp the students share
their experiences which they had learnt
through this Camp. The overall
programme proved to be successful from
| all the way

3. Celebration of 72nd Independence Day (15/08/2018) :
The Sangrahalaya celebrated the 77—
Independence Day at its premises |
August 15, 2018At the beginning of !
the celebration the National Flag wj
hoisted by the Directe®ecretary ap
9:30 am with the presence of senfis
citizens of local area, othdie

distinguished persons, members of
J different cultural institutions and the
| students.A ‘Sit and Draw Competition’

t | on several themes related to Indian
__ Independence for children wasganized

by the Sangrahalaya at 10:30 am
onwards. The participants included
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students from the local acade
institutions as well as the local ¢
schools. The group division for the
competition was divided iNt0 thre g
categories, viz., Group for 5 to 8
years children, Group B for 8 yeq , *
above to 12 years children and Gro :
C for 12 years above to 16 yed

children. The total number of 122
children participated in this Sit & Draw
Competition.After ending of the drawing
competition a culture programme on the
composition of several patriotic songs
was performed by the group of women
trainees of Self Help Group Project of the
SangrahalayaAn audio—visual spot quiz

on life and activities of Mahatm
Gandhi was arranged for all t
participants and their guardiandn &8
international renowned artist on Haf
Shadowgraphy Shri Amar Sen
performed a live show '
Shadowgraphy at the end of t

programme.The winners of Sit & Draw
competition and Spot Quiz and all other
participants were awarded prizes and
certificates.The day-long celebration was
ended by the singing of our National
Anthem by all the stifmembers of the
| Sangrahalayaral the audience.
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4. Second General Meeting Regarding the Celebration of 150th Birth

Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (19.08.2018) :

The Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpoggnized 2nd general meeting
for celebration of 150th BirtAnniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi on 1August, 2018
at its premisesThe main agenda of this
meeting was to discuss the suggestiv
= plan of actions from diérent viewpoints
¥ of the people who had come to attend th
meeting. Another important topic of
discussion in this meeting was also the
planning for the programme and activities
regarding the celebration of October 2, 20A8nost 20 people attended the

well as the Chairman @

Mahatma Gandhi 15
Celebration Committee
chaired the  wholg
meeting.  Sri
Ghosh,
Secretary of G
Smarak  Sangrahala

and as well the Secreta| # a7 : "
of Mahatma Gandhi 15 m
Celebration Committeg = S J»

Dr. Maya Ghose
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(Treasurer), and many renowned
| personalities including Dr
j Sukhabilash  Barma  (MLA),
@ " | Satyendra Nath Mukherjee
®~ (Member of Gandhi Smarak
¢| Sangrahalaya) , Professor Richard
Rabindranath  Bajpai  (Former
Principal, Bankura  Christian
College), Professor Hasi Banerjee
G (Former ProfessprDepartment of

History, University of Calcutta), Srl Sanjib Ray (Editdparpane Muktaman)
Professor Imankalyan Lahiri (Profess@epartment of International Relations,
Jadavpur University), Smt. Sanghamitra Sarlnofessor Kanaipada Ro$ri
Sekhar Banerjee (President, Front Line, SociBarrackpore), Professor Pinaki
Chakraborti, SriAbhijit Majumder (Chairman in Council, North Barrackpore
Municipality) and so on attended the meeting and they also gave their valuable
suggestions about the tentative plan of actions for celebrating the programmes on
October 2, 2018All the valuable suggestions of them were noted and a decision
was taken to prepare a final draft of plan of action on the basis of which the
celebration of the occasion will be continu@dinal draft of plan of action should

be prepared for the celebration of the occassion and as early as possible these will
be placed in the next Press Conference which would be held on the 1st week of
SeptemberThe 2nd general meeting was very successful and hope for the best
efforts to celebrate this occasionWest Bengal.

5. Five Days’ Exhibition on ‘Gandhiji’ (01.10.2018-05.10.18) :
The Regional Outreach Burea
Kolkata of Ministry of Information
& Broadcasting, Government (a
India in association with Gandl¥
Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpdg
hold a special exhibition on Lif{s
and Activities of Mahatma GandhE==
at the premises of Gandhi Sma
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore, for
period of five days from October
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o el

6. Opening Ceremony for 'Gandhi-150" Journey (02.10.2018) :
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore started its journey for 'Gandhi -
by the celebration of Inaugural Programme of 150th BAtimiversary of

Mahatma Gandhi on October i e
2018 at its premises.The U
programme was started by &
Procession which was startf
from the Sangrahalaya at 09:{s
am with almost 400 participant
The main Programme w4
started at 10:30 am at t
Sangrahalaya.The programmeg
was inaugurated by lighting t
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lamp by all the Special Guests and
the musical songs of 'Ramdhun’
Sarod, performed by a Nation@lvard | :
Winner Artist, Dr. Bhupendra Nath§E= “&.&1— h‘*}., .
Sil. A Souvenir was released at tf¥| '
opening session by all the dignitarig™ |

presented on the dais and it w
distributed to all the audience$he |~
Programme was presided by Siis g -
Narayan Basu, Chairman of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore and he
delivered theWelcomeAddress.The inaugural speech was delivered by Hon'ble
Justice Shyamal Sen, Former Chief JusticAllathabad High Court and Hon'ble

Former Governor ofWest Bengal. On behalf of the Sangrahalaya the 21st
Mahatma Gandhi Memorigiward was presented to 'Bharat Sevashram Sangha'
and the 20th Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Oration was delivered by Professor
B ] Somendranath BandopadhyayFormer
Professor of Visva-Bharati University
General Shankar Roy Chowdhury
Former Chief ofArmy Staff of the Indian
Army, Professor Sabujkali Service-
Chancellor ofVisva-Bharati University
Justice Ashok Kumar Gangopadhyay
Former Justice of Supreme Court, Justice
Pratap RoyFormerActing Chief Justice
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of Kolkata High Court, Shri Dines|-
Trivedi, Member of Parliamen
Professor  Pradip Bhattacharw
Member of Parliament, Profess| ——
Rabiranjan  Chattopadhyay MLA, ;5.‘%9
Govt. of West Bengal, Shri Sunf ]

Kumar, Deputy Commander :
Barrackpore Cantonment and _
A.K. Azad Islam, Sub-Divisional @€er of Barrackpore Sub-Division, were

The main programme was ended by the
thanks giving, delivered by Shri Pratik
Ghosh, DirectoiSecretary of Gandhi

Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore. In
¥ the afternoon the Ministry of Information
& Broadcasting, Government of India
organized some Cultural Programmes a

is running. The DirectofSecretary of
the Sangrahalaya delivered a Spe
Lecture on the Relevance of Gandl
at their Programme and he conduc|
an Audio-Visual Spot Quiz based ¢
life and activities of Mahatma Gand|
for the audlences Overall
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Sangrahalaya is looking forward f
several yeafong programme;
throughout the tte to commemorat
the 150th Birth Anniversary of

Mahatma Gandhi - the 'Father of t

7. Workshop on ‘Women

08.12.2018) :

Empowerment’

(02.12.2018, 06.12.2018 &

Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpomgamized a 3 day3Norkshop on
‘Women Empowermentat the premises of the Sangrahalayhe participants

involved in several types of activitid

and depending on their performa
the Finalists were selected.

The last day of thg&vorkshop was hel
on 08.12.2018.The Experts fro

| participated

were the group ofWomen, who had
in dferent Training

Programmes of the Sangrahalaya

| throughout the yeain the firstTwo days

of the Workshop the Women were
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various fields of the society had co
on that day to interact with t
Participants on the final day of th
Workshop. The first session of th
final day was started by th&kelcome
Address, delivered by the Direct
Secretary of the Sangrahalay@he
Inaugural Speech was delivered by
T

- Special Guest, Professor Prabir Kumar
" 3 Dey, Directoy PIMT, Bharat Sevashram
d ok Sangha. Shri  Subhendu Kanjilal,
LN - | Director, SAASE &W. Trust of North 24
Paganas  District, presented his
deliberation on Ideal Women. Smt.
" Kalyani Palui, SecretayyKhanpur Gano
| Unnoyon Kendra, Howrah, presented a
visual presentatlon olVomen SafetyAdvocate Shri Kallol Roy delivered his
lecture on Women Rights in thes
present society Dr. Sunil Gope,
Mentor SAASE & W. Trust explained
the subject on the awareness
Women HealthAt the last session @
the final day of thisWorkshop thefes
Authority of the Sangrahalaya hill
announced the name of 1
participants as Flnallsts who “’7 .
- performed in several activities of this
Workshop for last two day3.he Finalists
| were faced in several types of question
& on the subject of thisVorkshop in front
N of the external expertéfter following a
5% Iong session the Experts had selected tw.
participants for participating in the
/ Championship Round. Smt Seema
Biswas and Smt. Purna Paul were
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selected for the last and final round by
the expertsAccording to the decision of

the Experts Smt. Seema Biswas was
selected as the Champion  of

'SAMPURNA NO. 1' for the year o
2018-19.At the end of theMorkshop
All the Finalists were awarded by t

oath that they would try their level best
to prepare the otheaomen to become a
complete 'SAMPURNA" in future.

m QOutreach Activities :
1. All India Gandhi Museums Forum Meeting (01.09.208-02.09.2018) :

The DirectorSecretary of Gandhy —5 =
Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackp e ' hi
attended the ‘'All India Gandi
Museums Forum Meeting' hosted
Gandhi Memorial Museum, Madur
on 1st and 2nd Septemb@018.The |

25, ;!“.'3
o
- " '..-
. -

n = L s =

~ | main agenda of the meeting was the
| discussion about the tentative plan of
action of various Gandhi Museums
A '*.. celebration of 150th BirtAnniversary of

o Mahatma Gandhi. Shri Bermaa, Joint
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#9 Secretary Ministry  of  Culture,
Government of India was invited as
Special Guest in this meetingThe
meeting was started by thé/elcome
Address, delivered by Shri.,T .R.
| Dinakaran, Chairman, Gandhi Memorial
Museum, Madurai. At the Inaugural

Session of the Meeting the Joi
Secretary addressed about the pla
action, taken by the Government
India for celebrating the occasi
throughout the countryln the next|

various Gandhi Museums of th

country like National Gandhi Museum,
New Delhi, Mani Bhawan Gandhi
Museum, Mumbai, Magan Sangrahalaya
.| Wardah, Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya
Barrackpore and Gandhi Memorial
= Museum, Madurai presented their plan of
action regarding the forthcoming Gandhi-
150. In the next session the discussio
| was done on how to mobilize the

resources and sharing :
responsibilities by all the Gand .
Museums. There is also som
discussion on planning for joir,
activities by all the Gandhi Museun
in different places of the countryhe §
meeting was ended by singing of g
National Anthem.
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2. Press Conference at Kolkata Press Club (27.09.2018) :
The 150th Birth Anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi is going to
celebrated throughout the countin
West Bengal a Committee in the na
of 'Mahatma Gandhi 150 Celebratig
Committee' with 54 Members hg
been constituted at the initiative
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahala
Barrackpore. This Committee ha

prepared a tentative programme for
yearlong celebration of Mahatma's 150th
year In this connection the Gandhi

Smarak Sangrahalaya on behalf of the
said Committee had arranged a Press
Conference at Press Club, Kolkata on
September 27, 2018 to highlight the said
programmes. Shri  Narayan Basu,

Chairman of Gandhi Smarz
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore &
President of Mahatma Gandhi 1
Celebration Committee and sor :
members of the said committee su ok | = I
as, Professor Pradip Bhattachar o ﬁ:’iﬂq%;—n ~

A

stishi->ao

M.P,  Justice Ashok  Kumar R
Gangopadhyagy Former Justice o .=

Supreme Court, DMaya Ghose and Shri
Pratik Ghosh, DirecteBecretary of the
Sangrahalaya were present at the
conference.A press note regarding the
yea-long programmes for the celebration
of 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi was distributed to all the
Reporters of Media.
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3. Outreach Programme at Makardaha, Howrah (21.12.208-23.12.2018) :
Makardaha Saraswat Library celebrated fke
Centenary Year of their library from
December 21 to December 23, 2018 |
Makardaha, Howrah.They invited the
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackp| .
to participate in their programmeThe
Sangrahalaya ganized an Exhibition tall
on three Great Personalities - Gurud
RabindranathTagore, Mahatma Gandhi an™ ##
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose for 3 da] |
The Exhibition was inaugurated by t
Honorable Governor oWWest Bengal, Shri
Keshari Nath Tripathi on December 21}
2018. The DirectofSecretary of e
Sangrahalaya conducted a Spot Quiz on
life and activities of Mahatma Gandhi @
December 22, 2018The Oganizer had

VISITORS’ BOOK

' s
Seral || Date of vist NAME ADDRESS REMARKS
2o 12 2ull] Keesbane watl Thesks oisc Thoe egehib i tellt s dbk
Gevesner, Wesk Bengal Alovy owa Lile ) tove aheat

Fobion deadens - Mahahoe Gaud
NEJLELl:ai' Gl Cradre Bose dul
Poasinelnn Walh Tagove Tha

‘P‘W,,uq—.,_?,\q exlubalid tuesns
At eadly pane ared Wy
Ainceersfully lmpold Wnbnbnt

AL bdA L-._d-.n.-:._'t. fw{\)‘-‘lﬂﬂbaﬂ_'_ Lo,

J‘_-tnd-‘.l.q,\al_\_t_u_.;_‘_ ey & et

e, [Foe atonney ol 4dslity

LQ.,.‘.'IE.-; atiy

P-I L S )




Gandhi News/ %1%t #igdiw @ Vol. 13, No. 30 S[3I9-ferEe, 05y

arranged an Open-Air Internatio
Panel Discussion on ‘Library

urasal !
| Siddiqullah  Chowdhury Honorable
Minister in Chage of Mass Education
Extension and Library Services of
Government olWest Bengal was present
in the Panel Discussion. Shri Supreo
ChandaAssociate ProfesspDepartment of MuseologyJniversity of Calcutta,
was the Moderator of this Panel Discussion. IDdrani Bhattacharyassociate

Professor of Department of Museologyniversity of Calcutta, the Director
Secretary of the Sangrahalaya along with other Deligates of Bangladesh were the
main Speakers in this Panel Discussion.
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4. Participation in ‘Poush Mela’ at Santiniketan (23.12.208-28.12.2018) :
Gandhi  Smarak  Sangrahala
Barrackpore participated in Pou
Mela, 2018 at Santiniketan H
holding an Exhibition &ll on|
various activities of '
Gandhi from December 23 :
December 28, 2018 he Exhibition i

Ravindra Bhavan, Visva-Bharati{& |
University on 3/12/2018.
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m Mobile-Exhibitions :
1. Mobile-Exhibition & Day-long Programme at Kanaipur High School

(19/07/2018) :
The Gandhi Smarak Sangrahala
Barrackpore was invited by t
Authority of Kanaipur High School

to omanize a day-long Program |
regarding life and activity of Mahat

divided into two sessions.The

students of the Kanaipur High School
+ were the participants of this programme.
| The Sangrahalaya set up a temporary
" exhibition there on life and activities of
three greatest personalities of India-
RabindranathTagore, Mahatma Gandhi
and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose -which
was entitled as ‘AlokchitreTeen Maha
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Jiban’. In first session, a documentary film — ‘Muktir Banhishikha’, (The Rol
of Barrackpore in Indian Freedom Movement) was shown, which was high
appreciated by the audience. In the second session of the programme an a

mementoes from the Sangrahalayae programme received a lot of positive
response from everyone.

2. Mobile-Exhibition & Day-long Programme at Kanaipur Shree Guru High
School (31/07/2018) =7
The Gandhi Smarak n
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpor-
was invited by the Kanalpu
Shree Guru High School
Kanaipur Hooghly on July
31, 2018 to ayanize a day-
long Programme regarding lifg
and activity of Mahatma
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Gandhi. The whole Programme was
divided into two sessionsThe students
of the Kanaipur Shree Guru High
School were the participants of this
~| programme.The Sangrahalaya set up a
temporary exhibition there on life and
activities of three greatest personalities
of India- Vishwa Kabi Rabindranath
Tagore, Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose -which was entitled as ‘Alokcfigreen Maha Jiban'.

In first session, a documentary film— ‘Muktir Banhishikha’, (The Role of
Barrackpore in Indian Freedom Movement) was shown, which was highly

appreciated by the audience. In the second session of the programme an
audio—visual spot quiz on life and activites of Mahatma Gandhi was
conducted by the Directé@ecretary of the Sangrahalaya and the winners were
awarded with the mementoes from the SangrahalBlya.programme received

a lot of positive response from everyone.
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3. Mobile-Exhibition & Day-long Programme at Bandhgora Anchal Vidyalaya

(12/10/2018) :
The  Sangrahalaya reached 1\: - -
BandhgoraAnchal Vidyalaya (H.S.) > - -

in Jhagram District to oganize the e
Mobile Exhibition and Day-Long
Programme on Octoberl,12018.An

Exhibition on ‘Three Great Personalities
in photographs — Gurudev Rabindranath
Tagore, Mahatma Gandhi and Netaji

the school premisesThe students
were shown a documentary filf
show entitled ‘Muktir Bonhisikha’ §
The Role of Barrackpore in Indis

Freedom Movement.The students of
| the school were also participated in an
4 audio-visual spot quiz on the Life and

. .

Activities of Mahatma Gandh
conducted by the Sangrahalayat
the end of the programme the priz
were awarded to the winners of t@
spot quiz. Overall whole th
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programme was received positive response from the teachers and students of
BandhgoraAnchal Vidyalaya.

4. Mobile-Exhibition & Day-long Programme at Nezibheri S.C. High School
(12/10/2018) :
The Gandhi Smarak Sangrahala
Barrackpore had reached on 12/
2018 at Nezibheri S.C. High Scho
in the district ofWest Midnapore fo
organizing the Mobile Exhibition o
‘Three Great Personalities - Gurud

RabindranathTagore, Mahatma Gandhi
and Netaji Subhas Chandra BosA.

4 documentary Film Show on the Role of
Barrackpore in  Indian  Freedom

Movement was also shown at t
school. The students were als
participated in arAudio-Visual Spot

Mahatma Gandhi, conducted by t
Sangrahalaya at their school.
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m Group Visit :

1. Thirty two students of Mahadevanandadyalaya Monirampuyr Barrackpore,
along with their professor visited Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya for ‘teaching
learning’ on July 27, 2018They were provided with a guided tour of the
Sangrahalaya and shown the documentary titled ‘Muktir Banhisikha’- Role
Barrackpore in the Freedom Movement of India. On seeing the display one of tF
student commented, ‘amazing experience hope we get the chance to visit agéifhf;

2. Thirty Four students of Mahadevananda College, Moniramparrackpore,
along with their professor Vvisite
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya
‘teaching and learningbn August 7,
2018. They were provided with
guided tour of the Sangrahalaya a
shown the documentary titled ‘Mukt

Banhisikha'— Role of Barrackpore in the
Freedom Movement of India. On seeing
the display one of theAssociate
Professor =~ commented, Miderful
experience hope we shall visdgain,
helpful for students.’
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. Thirty sevenstudents of Ramkrishnelivekananda Mission, Barrackpore, along
with their professor visited Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya for ‘teaching and
learning’ on August 26, 2018They were provided with a guided tour of the
Sangrahalaya and shown the documentary titled ‘Muktir Banhisikha’- Role of
Barrackpore in the Freedom Movement of India. On seeing the display one of the
teacher commented ‘good environment'.

. 15 students and three teachers Serampore along with their professor visited
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya for ‘teaching and learning’ on October 4, 2018.
They were provided with a guided tour of the Sangrahalaya and shown the
documentary titled ‘Muktir Banhisikha’- Role of Barrackpore in the Freedom
Movement of India. On seeing the display one of the teacher commented ‘very
good .

. Fifteen students of NayapalAdarsh PVidyalaya Barrackpore, along with their
teachers visited Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya for ‘teaching and learning’ on
October 4, 2018They were provided with a guided tour of the Sangrahalaya.
After visiting the Sangrahalaya one of ffeachers of the institution commented
‘Very good'.

. Twenty-eight students of Central Model School, Barrackpore, along with their
teachers visited Gandhi Smarp!
Sangrahalaya for ‘teaching ai
learning’ on November 1, 2018.
They were provided with a guide
tour of the SangrahalayaAfter
visiting the Sangrahalaya one of t
Teachers of the itisution commentd
‘Excellent’.
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7. A group of 12 visitors from Q.M.B
Church, Vizag, Andhra Prades
came to visit the Sangrahalaya
December 3, 2018.They were|_
provided with a guided tour of t
Sangrahalaya. After visiting the

galleries one of the Pasto.
commented “Excellent and nig
initiative”.

| teachers
| “Very Good” on seeing
| the various exhibits of

Sangrahalaya on
December 12, 2018

| along with 12 of their

teachers for an

“*| educational tourThey

were provided with a
guided tour of the
galleries. One of the
commented,

the Sagrahalaya.
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9. "About 145 students of thr Force f
school, Barrackpore visited _
Sangrahalaya for an educatio
excursion on December 14, 20
They were provided with a guidg
tour of the Sangrahalaya. On see
the display of the Sangrahalaya @
of the teachers commented
“Excellent”.

m Special Visits :
1. JusticeArindam Mukherjee, Judge, Calcutta High Court visited the Sangrahalaya

on September 9, 2018.
He was provided with
a guided tour of the
Sangrahalaya. On
seeing the display he
commented, “@ry
informative about our
| Father of the Nation.
Excellent in laying the
works, display Very
helpful staf’.
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2. Mrs. Buts Woltt, the Curator of National Museum, Denmark visited the
Sangrahalaya on September 29, 2018. She was provided with a detailed gu
tour of the museum and after visiting the galleries she wishes the success to
celebrate the journey for the 150th Bifmniversary of Mahatma Gandhi by
commenting “Wshing you all the best for celebration of the 158tiniversary
The museum will be splendid!”

3. Professor Sabujkali SeNjce-ChancellarVisva-Bharati UniversitySantiniketan
visited the Sangrahalaya on October 1, 2018. She was provided with a detaile i
guided tour of the Museum. _
Regarding the library of th
Sangrahalaya she commented.ety/|

| the collection of the library is very rare
and highly informative. In case of the

| scholars have to be used this libratty
was very chamed to me”.
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4. Honorable Jusice Shyamal Se
Former Governor ofVest Bengal wag
invited as the Chief Guest

Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on
October 2, 2018 and after finishing the
programme he visited the galleries of the
Sangrahkya.

5. Colonel A. V. Kiran Kumar Mountain Artillery Brigade, came to visit the
Sangrahalaya on October 15, 2018.
After visiting the Sangrahalaya he
commented, “One of the prized
moments in my life to have seen
.. firsthand the personal belongings of
Mahatma. Great experience to be part of
the legacy of the great son this pure
' land. Wonderfully conducted around the

museum by the sthfThanks alot and
:E all the best”.

6. Dr. Gitika Banerjee, Former Hig

Banerjee commented “&’a brilliant
to keep the memory of Gandhiji”.
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7. Shri Satyabrata Sahoo, IAS, Chief Electorafié@f, Tamil Nadu, visited the
Sangrahalaya on November 12, 2018. He was provided with a guided tour of the
museumAfter visiting the exhibits he shared his experience about the muse
he commenting “¥ry impressed with the stafThey have very well maintained
everything.Wish to come again once the expansion work is.bver

m Media Coverage :

1. A popular Bengali Electronic Medig pEpeEr ey E fh

‘News Time Bangla’ highlighted the new r‘

about the Sangrahalaya #wgust 12, 2018 ' ‘ | P
-l Y3

gl
htpsstwitter. com, imebanglal .
e

2. Online daily News Portal - 'News Front' published
the news of Celebration of 72nd Independence Day b
The Sangrahalaya ohugust 15, 2018.

.,..;3.11![!;;;..-

[ —"1 - [T
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3. A popular daily Bengali News Paper ‘Aajkalublished| ™ m i)
the news of tentative plan of action of the Sangrahalay o
celebrate the 150th Birthnniversary of Mahatma Gand =
throughout the year on September 18, 2018. SIS foere A,

sif%h BoTa SEes A5 2

Tz Sl e HegEE

e v

4. The ‘Dainik Satesman’, a daily Bengali News
Paper covered the news of the Sangrahalay and
its present activities on September 22, 2018.

5. ‘Khobar Ei Samay’, an online daily nev
portal covered the news of the programme[".
inaugural function of the celebration of the 15(|
Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi ¢
October 2, 2018.

6. The online News Portal tBig Newz— 24x7’
covered the news of three daygorkshop orWomen
Empowerment, @anized by the Sangrahalaya on
December 2, 6 and 8, 2018 in their online news
portal.




